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Preface
The CTW 2004—Cologne/Twente Workshop on Graphs and Combinatorial Optimization—took place on May
30—June 2, 2004, at theVillaVigoni on Lake Como in Italy. It was locally organized by the Dipartimento di Elettronica
e Informazione of the Politecnico di Milano. We are grateful to our hosts at the Villa Vigoni for providing us with all
comforts in this beautiful setting and to the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft for supporting the workshop with a
generous grant.
While the extended abstracts of the individual presentations have already appeared as Volume 17 of the Electronic
Lecture Notes in Discrete Mathematics at the time of the workshop, we invited the participants and researchers at large
afterwards to contribute to a special journal issue devoted to the topics and themes of the workshop. The articles we
selected, with the reliable and cooperative help of many (anonymous) referees, were divided into two groups according
to their topics to appear in an issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics and in an issue of Discrete Optimization. We as
the guest editors appreciate the opportunity offered to us by the Editor-in-Chief, Peter L. Hammer, and the support of
the editorial ofﬁce to prepare such Special Issues.
We thank all the contributors for making it so easy to document the workshop and the state-of-the-art with interesting
articles and we hope that you, the reader, will ﬁnd these contributions stimulating as well.
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